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           Luke 2:40-52  “My Father’s House!”
Pastor Puls, Senior Pastor, Hope Lutheran Church

Answer this question, please, in your head. What do you feel, inside, when you come into this place? When you physically walk into this church, what emotional or spiritual connections are sparked? 
There’s no right or wrong answer, of course. We probably all feel and sense different things when we enter this sanctuary, right? 

But let me ask you another question. What do you think twelve-year old Jesus felt when he walked into the Jerusalem Temple? That’s the Bible story we read a few minutes ago. Jesus was in 5th or 6th grade, he was an honor student, pretty popular. What do you suppose he was feeling, emotionally or spiritually, when he entered that holy place? 

Today’s Bible story suggests one particularly passionate feeling that 12-year-old Jesus had when he was in the Temple -- what he called his Father's house. I find it right here in verse 46. And perhaps we can all learn a thing or two about how we should feel when we are here, in this house of God.
First, let’s set the scene. We read how Jesus had come to Jerusalem with Mom and Dad. They visited every year for the Passover holiday; so Jesus knew his way around. His parents traveled with a bunch of relatives; and, when they were all leaving to go home, they assumed Jesus was where he belonged, in the group. But, no, Jesus had slipped away and stayed behind in Jerusalem. Mom and Dad traveled all day long before realizing that their son was missing. They rushed back to the big city, where they searched for three days  before finally finding him where? In the Temple.
And what does verse 46 say? They found him hanging around in the park, playing basketball? They found him playing video games? They found him sending endless text messages to his friends?  No, “… They found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them, and asking them questions.” Jesus was in church; and, even after three days, he was feeling an eagerness to learn and grow, an eagerness to soak in the Bible and all the divine wisdom he could. 
This boy was the Son of God; but he was human, at the same time, and he was going through normal human learning patterns. But we see Jesus tackling his learning with incredible enthusiasm and gusto!
Now, I don’t know if Mary and Joseph felt more like hugging him or strangling him; but I’m sure that they couldn’t help noticing their son’s eagerness. Jesus felt an eagerness to discover, an eagerness to mature spiritually.
How about you? Do you share that feeling when you’re here? Eagerness to grow! Eagerness to get involved! Eagerness to find out what God has in store for you! No matter what your age, we should all share this feeling of eagerness that young Jesus felt.

Because I really don’t think God wants you, or me, or any of us, to just come here to church, put in our time as pew potatoes, and then go home just the same as we came in. His goal is always to change  and refine us. God's plan is to equip and motivate us. 
Here in this house of God we receive his awesome gift of forgiveness through the Word and the Sacraments. The Lord welcomes us here, just as we are, sinners though we be, and he embraces us whole-heartedly. He cleanses our souls, and removes our guilt. 

But not just so that we can go out there and sin again, and then come back here and be forgiven; and then go out there and sin again, and then come back here and be forgiven; and on and on and on with nothing ever changing. God wants us to change! God wants you to learn and to grow up! He wants all of us to be impacted and affected by his Word, and to keep on maturing spiritually! Why? So that our families and marriages and our work relationships can prosper, so that our faith will get stronger, so that his plans for our lives and for our church can come to fruition!
How eager are you for those things to happen?

Twelve-year-old Jesus felt that eagerness when he entered the Temple, his Father's house. He knew he belonged there. He felt a passion for the worship of God, the study of God, the ministry work of God ... and Jesus felt an intense eagerness to be part of it all! How about you?
Now, I don't suppose that any of you are suddenly going to start eagerly attending all three worship services every weekend in 2014. I don't really expect that any of you are going to sign up for every single one of those Wednesday night and Sunday morning classes next week. I don't imagine that you're going to volunteer for ten or twenty new ministries in this new year, or that you're going to write a check that will cover our whole campaign goal by yourself (although if anybody is feeling that urge, I'd be happy to talk to you about it).
What I do hope and pray, for each and every one of you, though, is that you'll take this story of the twelve-year-old Jesus to heart. Allow his eagerness to affect you in some way!
· Join one of our Bible classes, or small groups this year; and bring an eager, expectant attitude to your study of God's Word and its  meaning for your life. You'll be blessed, as a result. 

· Get involved in just one outreach or service or caring ministry here at Hope; and eagerly put your time and talents to work in the Lord's name. You'll be amazed at how God will utilize you, and all of us together, to do great things for the kingdom.
· And when you make your offerings and pledges this year -- whether they're big or small -- don't do it out of guilt. Don't feel any compulsion. Make your gifts cheerfully, with an eagerness to say "Thank you" to God for all his gifts to you, with an eagerness to support the Lord's work here in our church; and you'll end up with a joyful feeling in your heart.
Let's pray together for eagerness.  "Dear Lord, you have blessed us all with your love and grace. You have welcomed us here into your house again today. Give each of us a sense of eagerness, in this New Year, to know you more, to grow closer to you, to participate in and support your ministry in the church. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen."
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