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Matthew 17:1-9
“What’s Going On Up There?”

If you have kids or grandkids and live in a two-story house, chances are you’ve asked the question, “What’s going on up there?” I know at my house, I’ve asked that question dozens of times- sometimes politely but most of the time, not so much. When I’m sitting on the couch watching T.V and suddenly hear what sounds like something or someone about to fall through the ceiling, I have literally yelled, “What’s going on up there?” And usually it’s not that big of a deal. A pile of books falling on the floor, a son and or his friend jumping off the bed, or an aggressive game of “Just Dance,” but I still ask the question. But is it really a question that I am expecting an answer or is it just a way of flexing a little fatherly muscle, letting them know I’m annoyed? 

When you think about it, we ask a lot of questions that we really aren’t expecting to be answered don’t we? The whole, “How are you” question as a standard greeting is an example. “Rick, how are you? - Good. You? That’s really just another way of saying hi isn’t it? What if Rick’s response to the question was something like this: “Well, I’m not so good. I think I may be coming down with a cold, my wife and I are drifting apart- I think the romance is gone; my truck needs new tires and my doctor told me I need to lose ten pounds.” We might not be so prepared for that response because asking how someone is and getting the reply of “Good. How are you?” has become a kind of a ritualized greeting. 
 
But how about the question, “what’s going on?” This one is a little more complex because it is used a lot as a genuine conversation starter. I know when I ask my daughter in college that question for example, I am expecting more of an answer than “nothing,” or “same old thing.” I really want to know what is actually going on in her life. And generally her answers provide enough material to start a real discussion. 

And I would guess that many of you like me get this type of question about our church. When someone makes the connection between you and Hope Lutheran, the question of “what’s going on up there” may come up, am I right? 

It amazes me how many times neighbors, old friends and acquaintances or other parents will say something like, you are at Hope Lutheran right, the big church on Rodgers Road? I know quite a few people who say some really good things about that place, what’s going on up there? I’m pretty sure an answer of “not too much” or you know, “church stuff,” is not what they are looking for. This is an opportunity for real conversation about our church and that conversation could go in many different directions couldn't it? 

One direction, for example,  could be our pre-school and the wonderful outreach it provides to those in our community who desire their children be enrolled in a Christ centered program. Our children’s ministry, our youth ministry, our Xplore track out program, our service and outreach ministries, touched by Hope, mission ministries, small groups, and our adult education are just a few other examples of what’s going on here. 
 I think we can all say with confidence that we are well thought of in this community because we do offer a lot of opportunities to serve others and grow in our faith. There’s energy here. There’s a flurry of activity and people notice. 
In fact, a few months ago, a neighbor asked me about a program we don't even offer at this church. When I told her we didn't have that kind of thing at Hope, she was surprised. She told me with all that seemed to be going on up here; she just assumed her particular interest was available. 
I think you get it. We have a lot going on. But at this point you may be asking yourself another question and that is, “What does any of this have to do with the Transfiguration account we read about in Matthew today and what’s going on up there anyway,"because it looks like Peter, James, and John had quite the experience.
If you're asking that question, it's a valid one so let's look at the text. But before we do, I ask you to pause for a moment and get a picture of Jesus in your head. Do you have it? If you’re like me, you probably have the picture in your mind of the thin, pleasant looking, longhaired, bearded Jesus, right? Maybe he’s wearing a robe and sandals. That’s probably the same description of the guy Peter, James, and John followed up the mountain even though they knew he was different. It is only a few verses back in chapter 16, Peter confesses that Jesus is the Christ, the living Son of God! But even with that confession, I think there was still some confusion as to what was really going on with the guy being the Christ and what happened on the mountain only added to that confusion! 
They may have followed the longhaired Jesus with the beard and the pleasant smile and nice eyes up the mountain but when they got to the top, they saw Jesus with a face that shined like the brightness of the sun. They saw Jesus as they had never seen him before. He was transfigured! What they saw was probably not the visual image we have of our Lord. What they saw was the image of the resurrected Lord in all his divine glory. Jesus gave them a momentary glimpse of what he looks like in all his glory in heaven. He even talked with Moses and Elijah, this time not as a hidden voice but as himself- God the Son, Christ the Lord. Honestly, this had to have just freaked the disciples out!  Maybe they thought Satan had slipped them some kind of hallucinogenic drug on their way up the mountain!  And then it was over. 

The account ends with the four coming down the mountain and Jesus commanding them not to tell anyone about this until he is raised from the dead. We can only imagine what was going through the heads of Peter, James, and John. I’m sure they were thinking that what they saw was enough. They got it. This was God. Couldn't Jesus just skip the suffering and death part and go back to shining like the Sun? Couldn't he just forget about the cross? No, actually he couldn't because the cross from the very beginning was part of his identity. 

Jesus’ identity was as the one who came, and as the one who continues to come, offering forgiveness to sinners. God broke into his own creation as a real person for our redemption. All with faith in him will live under his rule forever, judged not as the sinners we are but as the perfect man of Jesus Christ who gave everything for us!

So to answer the question of “What’s going on up there on that mountain?” The vision of the glory of Jesus in heaven is what’s going on.  And that glory is ours because of what went on up there (point to the cross). Christ suffered and died to make things right! Now, we are no longer enemies of God cast into the darkness because of the sinners we are. Now, because of our faith in Jesus Christ, we rejoice in the light of his forgiveness!

And that word, forgiveness, is what it all comes down to for us in the Transfiguration. This event marks the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry of teaching and healing and marks the beginning of his journey to Jerusalem to face the cross. And this is where Christ’s church on earth, in which Hope Lutheran is a part of, becomes a critical part of the story. All of the things we do for others in the name of Christ Jesus; all of the ministries here are all responses to what Christ did for us up there. 

The next time someone asks you, “What’s going on up there at Hope, “ think about answering this way. “ The most important thing going on is Christ’s forgiveness for you. This is a place where Christ comes to us in his Word and Sacraments and gives us his forgiveness. We would love for you to come and receive it." Everything we do is simply a response to this eternal gift. 
Our programming and all of the activity here is vitally important in so many of our lives and in the lives of those who may walk through our doors searching.  It is how we grow in our faith and connect with others. In many instances, it is the entry point to the church and we celebrate all that is going on up here. We give thanks that so many lives are being touched. And when you really stop and think about it, touching others with the love of Christ is what forgiven people should be doing. We share the love of Christ with others so that one day we will all see him just as Peter, James, and John did that day on the mountain. The difference is when we see Christ shine in all his Glory, it won't be for just a brief moment; it will be for forever! That’s what’s going on up here. Amen. 
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