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Luke 2:22-32
“It’s Personal”


I know a man who is one of the most faithful Christians I have ever met. He believes that through his faith in Jesus Christ, who died and was raised from the grave on Easter morning, he will live forever in heaven. He loves to talk about Jesus and loves to read his Bible. But that Bible only contains the New Testament. That’s right, he only reads the New Testament. The last time I asked him about this, he told me he doesn’t read the Old Testament because it’s not about him. That “ancient Israel stuff” really doesn't apply to my life,” he said. What matters is “my personal relationship with the Jesus of the New Testament.” Maybe you’ve had similar thoughts. The Old Testament can be a challenge to read, much less understand at times. Maybe you, like the man I know, wonder what some of the things we read in the Old Testament have to do with our lives today? 


Take our Old Testament reading from 1 Samuel today for example. Here we read about this woman named Hannah who insisted on waiting until her son was weaned to present him in the Lord’s house. And when that time came and she took him, it wasn't just the two of them. She had a three- year old bull in tow, a sack of flour, and a jug of wine. It kind of puts to shame those of us parents who think bringing the baby to church is too much trouble doesn't it? Imagine the baby, flour, wine, and a bull! But seriously, why did she do it and what does it have to do with you and me? Well it actually has a lot to do with you and me because this child was Samuel. Samuel was God’s answer to Israel’s need for a prophet who would guide them in the transition from the period of the judges to the period of a King led monarchy. To get this whole thing going, God used an ordinary Israelite woman to do his will. 


And of course that was just the beginning wasn't it?  God used many ordinary Israelites to do his will. And even if you aren’t an Old Testament scholar, you know that God used an ordinary Israelite woman to bear his Son. But think about who this Son was in relation to the Israelites of the Old Testament. The Messiah, Jesus Christ, was the fulfillment of the covenant promise God made to David. David, whom the Lord chose through the now grown baby Samuel we met earlier- to David God declared, “To you I the Lord, will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled, I will raise up from your offspring, who shall come from your body and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son” (1 Sam. 7:11-14). 
 
This son, whom God said he would establish the throne of his kingdom forever, was born to Mary.  Luke tells us in just a few verses before our Gospel reading today in chapter 2 the story of his birth in Bethlehem. We told about the angel of the Lord who appeared to the shepherds and told them that the Savior, Christ the Lord had been born. We are told of the multitude of the heavenly hosts singing glory to God in the highest and of the shepherds rushing to see him and sharing the good news with others.  And at Christmas time, that’s kind of where we stop isn’t it? 

 Jesus was born. The angel said he was the savior. We celebrate. And there’s nothing wrong with that. But today in our Gospel reading, we hear from Luke what comes next. My friend who thinks the Old Testament is irrelevant to his life might say this is one of those passages that sounds a lot like that “ancient Israel stuff” and he wouldn't be that far off. Mary and Joseph were following the law of purification prescribed in Leviticus. They were following the rules, even bringing with them two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and one for a sin offering. And truth be told, this does sound ancient and even kind of weird doesn't it? I mean we don't do that kind of thing after the birth of a child do we? You may even ask yourself what this has to do with your life as a Christian? Well, it’s what follows that is so important to you and me. It’s what follows that really makes the Christmas story personal because what follows has everything to do with your life and mine. What follows makes the entire Bible relevant to every single one of us.
God reveals to the righteous and devout Israelite named Simeon the true identity of the child being presented by Mary and Joseph in the temple. And just like that, this account in Luke’s Gospel of God’s Christ is not just about the Israelites and their promised Messiah. This is where the Christmas story and the birth of the Savior becomes personal to you and me. 

Simeon under the power of the Holy Spirit recognized the Messiah. He was one happy Israelite because he now knew that whenever the time came for him to depart this earthly world, because the Messiah had been revealed to him, he could do so in peace. He was overcome with joy and said or maybe he even sang these words. “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles (that’s you and me), and for glory to your people Israel.” This is truly amazing and something we must not miss because now it’s personal!

Now that “ancient Israel stuff” is about all people. God revealed his Son the Christ, who fulfilled his promises to Israel and at the same time God revealed his Son, “the light for revelation to the Gentiles,” to you and me.
If you ever have those days when you wonder if God really cares about you, think about what he did for you. The God of Israel, the God we read about in the OT, redeemed you and me. He gave us a clear path towards salvation and has called us through faith in his Son to walk that path straight to heaven! And it’s not just what he did for us is it? It’s what he does for us.

He comes to us, as he will in just a few minutes in his supper offering us his body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins! Now it’s not about what we have to offer. It’s not about bulls, or flour, or pigeons, or even those nice things we do or how much money we give away. This time it’s about what Christ, who gave the ultimate sacrifice of his life offers us. He gave his life as an offering for our sins. God accepted that offering and the proof is that Christ rose from the grave. Now, the resurrected Christ comes to us in his Word and Sacraments and forgives repentant sinners and one day will return in the flesh again. But until that time we have his own words-  “take and eat, this is my body given for you, my blood shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.” My friends, it can’t get more personal than that. 

To so many, the Bible is no more than an irrelevant book of rules with crazy stories about an angry God and a guy named Jesus. And to some Christians, this book is only about what we think is relevant to our lives today. But what happens when we see the whole story? What happens when we take all of that “ancient Israelite stuff” and see it as an unfolding story that all points to Christ?  That’s when it all begins to click. Our lives may look different than those of the ancient Israelites but they lived in a messed up fallen world just like we do. God gave them the rules and they still failed. He has given us the rules and we still fail don't we? But God had a plan the whole time to finally make things right. He made things right by sending his Son. And this story of salvation in Christ alone is all right here. 
Now, through out faith in him, we are able to repent of our sins when we fail and be assured that we are truly forgiven. Now, no matter what this fallen world dishes out, we as his redeemed people have his promise to never leave us. 
Today I ask you to do something. After you commune at the Lord’s table and return to your seat, I ask you to take out your bulletin and pray silently the four verses of Simeon’s song, which begin in verse 29 with the words. “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word.” Pray those four verses knowing your sins are forgiven and you can depart in peace. Now it’s your song and now, it’s personal. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
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